
 

1 

Music development plan summary:     Beehive Lane Community Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 
Date this summary was published September 2024 
Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025 
Name of the school music lead Hannah Philipps 
Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Hannah Philipps 

Name of local music hub  Greater Essex Music Hub 
Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 
pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

High expectations and an excellent attitude to music education is expected of all chil-
dren to help each child develop as both an individual and collaborative learner. We 
have created a ‘blended’ curriculum built upon the National Curriculum, supported with 
challenging progressive skills and knowledge; this is sequenced and built upon term by 
term, year by year, with children developing the skills from the start of the year to the 
end. Years 1-6 have an hour a week music. Reception has at least …  

The Charanga Original Scheme is used as a base, which has been written to follow the 
scope and breadth of the model music curriculum. This ensures a wide exposure to dif-
ferent genres of music, with lots of practical opportunities to explore and develop as 
musicians and singers. The Stave House method also underpins this approach, teach-
ing children basic notation on a ‘real’ stave through a fun learning approach so children 
then use this knowledge to play music on instruments, follow notation and use these 
skills as a composition tool. Through this, Children have the opportunity to take the 
London College of Music exam for Stave House to show they can read and play treble 
clef notes and values.  

Children sing in nearly every lesson and each unit focuses on learning a particular 
song. Children have use of whole class sets of recorders and glockenspiels so can 
engage fully in weekly, whole class music lessons. Other tuned instruments include 
bells and keyboards. There is a wide range of untuned percussion for all year groups to 
play.  
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Learning and skills will spiral and be adapted according to the year group, needs of the 
children, and external opportunities at the time. For example, dipping into partnerships 
with the Royal Opera House or English National Opera.  

We partner with Greater Essex Music Hub and Essex Music Service to support musical 
opportunities for our pupils.  

The school has been awarded the Music Mark - recognising the value that we place on 
music and ensuring that pupils at our school are able to access a high-quality music 
education. 

 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 
beyond the core curriculum. 

Skills used during curriculum time are refined and developed through wider musical op-
portunities.   

All Years - the opportunity to learn an instrument (parent funded) – piano, woodwind, 
brass - with a peripatetic teacher. LAC have access to the free instrumental tuition pro-
vided by GEMH and pupils are able to access Financial assistance from Essex Music 
Service for music lessons, instrument hire and county-led ensembles. 

All years (parent funded)  -  ‘Rock Band’ with Rock Steady - 3 funded bursary places 
are available at our Rock Steady Band for disadvantaged families. 

All years (parent funded) – Ukulele ensemble,  

All pupils are able to access instrumental tuition and ensemble activities outside of the 
school day through Essex Music Service  (parent funded) 

We promote and signpost local musical opportunities to the children, such as activities 
provided by GEMH outside of the school day, Musical competitions from local high 
schools or opportunities to watch live music.  

To be developed: KS2 - participation in the school choir,  

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

It is hoped all children will make exceptional progress and use their knowledge and 
enthusiasm to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve 
upon. Children are able to enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose - either as 
listener, creator or performer.  
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Children encounter a vast range of opportunities to perform in class, in assemblies and  
at ‘end of unit/term/year’ performances, drama pieces, story accompaniments, 
storytelling and showcase events. Children are exposed to a rich learning experience 
within music which include weekly singing assemblies, various concerts and 
performances. We engage with community music events, such as Christmas at the 
local Care Home, Choir competitions, audience members for the Great Baddow High 
school productions and concerts, The Big Sing, etc. All of these experiences develop 
confidence, resilience, commitment, independence and the core basic music skills. 

Specific examples: 

Peripatetic teachers – termly performances in assemblies 

KS2 – Choir singing at the local care home 

KS2 – STEAM workshops with Conductive Music 

Y6 – End of year production – performers 

Yrs 5, 4 and 3 – Musicals Week – performances  

Y5 – Musical Festival – massed choir performers alongside others schools 

Y5 – Parent Showcase – Opera, The Magic Flute 

Y4 – Theatre trip to see a musical – most recently, ‘Matilda’ - audience 

Y2 – Musical Festival – massed choir performers alongside other schools 

KS1 – Christmas Performance - performers 

Whole School – Live music performances (Britten Symphonia – Tiny Magic Orchestra)  

Whole School – Live interactive music performances via Zoom (Musical Mondays via 
GEMH) 

Individual classes – end of music unit performances in assemblies and/or to parents 

Nominated Class – audience to watch Essex Youth Orchestra, most recently, ‘The 
Snowman’. 

We often make use of the opportunities from GEMH, both within school and promoting 
groups and opportunities outside school.  
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Develop opportunities and training for teachers to ensure notation of some sort is 
present in every lesson so children are regularly reading and writing music – the 
integration of key skills.  

Re-introduce whole class recorder tuition via EMH linked to our current unit of work 

As music lead, I hope to engage the whole school in a ‘Create and Play’ day, focusing 
on Improvisation and Composition strands in particular. Each child will have the 
opportunity to choose, experience and engage in a series of age-appropriate 
workshops to work together to create, compose and play music.  

 

Further information (optional) 

Essex Music Service have produced a Parent’s Guide to Music Provision which gives 
parents valuable information about supporting their child’s music education.  

Essex Music Service Schools Brochure 2024-25 (link will be provided once it is availa-
ble)  

Greater Essex Music Hub Local Plan for Music Education – Information for schools 
(link will be provided once it is available)  

Department for Education guide for parents and young people on how they can get 
involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond 
the school.  

 

 


